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RELEASE NOTES
Onyx 400F/1200F Software Update • January 17, 2008

Version 4.6

Introduction 
The 400F/1200F version 4.6 materials are a combination 
of new drivers, console software, and internal firmware 
for Windows Vista users. The new release provides Win-
dows Vista compatibility, new features, and various fixes. 
This document explains how to install the new firm-
ware/software, as well as detail the new improvements. 
Note: Applying a firmware update to your 400F/1200F 
will erase all custom console settings and revert the box 
to a default state. If you have configured your console 
with specific settings you wish to retain, please use the 
console’s “save” command to save as a preset, which you 
can then re-load after the firmware update process. 

Windows Vista Installation
1. 	 Double-click the “Setup Onyx F Series 4.6” icon. This 

will launch the Windows installer that will update your 
machine with the new 4.6 series drivers and console.  

2. 	Follow the on-screen instructions that are presented 
by the Windows installer. 

3. 	When the installer is finished, connect your Onyx 400F 
or 1200F and launch the Onyx 400F/1200F console 
(there will be a shortcut to it on the desktop, placed 
there by the installer). 

4. 	The console will launch, and then show a message 
that it needs to update your 400F/1200F’s firmware. 
Click “OK.” This newer firmware is designed to work 
with the new console. 

5. 	Follow the on-screen instructions that display during 
the firmware update, including repowering your unit 
when the update has completed. 

6. 	Launch the new 4.6 console. This time it will launch 
right away since the 400F/1200F now has the newly 
updated firmware. You now have a 400F/1200F with 
the updated 4.6 firmware, 4.6 drivers, and the new 
4.6 console. 

RELEASE NOTES FOR VERSION 4.6
These release notes describe improvements that have 
been made to the Onyx 400F/1200F software console 
and drivers since the previous version.

New Features and Improvements
Vista Support
The 400F and 1200F now support operation under all 
flavors of Windows Vista, both 32-bit and 64-bit. 

Surround Sound Support for Windows
Windows users can now use their 400F and 1200F to 
pass through an AC-3 (Dolby Digital) signal out of their 
coaxial S/PDIF outputs. 
To use this capability:
•	 Select the 400F or 1200F as the sound device in your 

Windows Audio Control Panel.
•	 Launch your DVD software and in its preferences, 

select the audio interface’s digital output to pass 
through Dolby Digital audio.

•	 Connect the 400F/1200F S/PDIF connector to the digi-
tal input of a surround-sound capable home theater 
receiver.

Control-Click on fader to set to unity gain
Pressing the control key while clicking on a console fader 
will now move that fader to the unity gain position. 

Control-Click on pan to set to center Pan position
Pressing the control key while clicking on a pan slider 
will now move that pan slider to the center position.

Control-S keyboard shortcut for saving Presets
The act of saving a console preset can now be performed 
with a keyboard shortcut (Control-S).
Using this keyboard shortcut will automatically over-
write the most recently saved preset. If you have not yet 
created a preset, you will be presented with a save dia-
log, similar to the one that appears when you click the 
console’s “Save” button. 
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Control-O keyboard shortcut for loading 
Presets
The act of loading a console preset can now be per-
formed with a keyboard shortcut (Control-O). 
Using this keyboard shortcut has the same result as 
clicking on the console’s “Load” button.  A dialog box ap-
pears where you can navigate to, select, and load your 
desired console preset.

Reset Function for the Virtual Console
Double-clicking on the Program window now presents a 
dialog to set the console’s settings back to default.

Direct Value entry for fader levels
You can now click on the text value area of a console 
fader and directly enter a numerical fader value, down to 
1/100th of a dB level (for example, –23.67). You can also 
use the tab key to move to the next channel, allowing for 
quick and easy direct entry of fader levels. 

Fixes and Updates
(1200F only) All front panel settings are now 
saved with the Console
In previous versions, certain aspects of the 1200F’s front 
panel were not saved upon powering down the console 
or saving a preset, including the output 1-8 volume by-
pass, control room A/B choice, sample rate, meter mode, 
and clock source. This has been corrected with the 4.6 
software. 

Firewire LEDs no longer light on multiple units 
unless connected to a computer
In previous versions, users with multiple units connected 
to each other would see the front panel Firewire LED 
illuminate even if no valid computer connection was 
present. The front panel Firewire LEDs will now only illu-
minate on multiple units if a valid computer connection 
is present, preserving the actual functionality of that LED.

Last directory remembered during save operation
In previous versions, the save dialog would not remem-
ber the last folder navigated to within the dialog box. 
This has been corrected with the 4.6 software.

Multiple console screens no longer move to 
unreachable positions
In previous versions, users with dual-monitor setups 
sometimes found the console screen would move to a 
position on the secondary monitor where it could not 
be dragged back. This has been corrected with the 4.6 
software. 

Alert screen sometimes appears on second 
monitor
In previous versions, some users experienced various 
console alert screens appearing in the secondary moni-
tor. This has been corrected with the 4.6 software; all 
alert screens now appear on the primary monitor.

Presets created on PowerPC versions of the 
console can now be loaded on Intel based 
versions of the console
In previous versions, presets created on G4/G5 based 
Macs could not be loaded into a console running on an 
Intel Mac or Windows Machine. This has been corrected 
with the version 4.6 software. 

Miscellaneous Fixes
•	 Corrected issue with the 1200F removing itself from 

the system bus when changing sample rates.
•	 Corrected issue with the 400F MIDI status lights not 

properly clear when MIDI data is not present.
•	 Corrected issue with the console mistakenly allowing 

the user to close the console if a dialog box is open.
•	 Corrected issue with the 1200F locking up if the chan-

nel map is bad.
•	 Added a warning dialog box if the user tries to load a 

nonexistent file.
•	 Added a warning dialog box if the console can not 

overwrite a file.
•	 Added a new multiclient warning message for the 

ASIO driver.
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