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Mackie HR824 MK2

By Scott Trask

s we prepared to remodel one of cur preduction rooms we tolked about

whal type of control surface, microphanes and peripherals we wanted,

but the topic at the forefront was the type of studio moniters we would

select. Questions arose: Active or passive® Nearfield or midfields? What menitor
would provide us with the best sound quality2

Aher researching ond talking with others, we selected a pair ot Mackie HRBZ4

Mk2 speckers. These are the successor to Mackie's HRE24 series of active two

way studio monitors

The first thing that jumps out ol

you is the size, even though
we knew the dimensions,
16.8"%10.8"x13.87, it
wis hard to picture them
in our drawings—that is
uritil we gaot them out of
the bax. They are shighthy
larger than iheir predeces
sof and finished with a
Sherwin Williams Piano
Black paint,

Design and
construction
The moaonilor feafures
an 8.75" weoler 1o
handle the low end and
midrange with a syn
thetic cone, 0 mag neasium
chassis and o 1.6 woice
ceoil. Handling the high

Performance at a glance

Active studio monitor
B.75" LF transducer

17 titanium dome
farrcfivid-coolad twester
150W LF,

100W HF amp

Bass extenslon to 35Hz

Balarced XLR,
TRS, and unbalancec
RCA inputs

Cmnirmount ready

THX, Ph3 certified

frequencies is a cnerinch fitanium-dome hweeter,
with @ &% 12" flat piston passive radiator fo the
rear, Also on the frant of the manitor is the power
ring and overood indicator,

The power ring around the power switch i
uminates when the power amplifiers are on and
turns aff when the amplifiers are in standy mode
or off. The power ring flashes red when the over-
lood protection circuil has besn tnggered. The
switch on the front works in conjunction with the
power mode selector switch on the rear panel
of the maniter

The HRE24 MEZ has three protection circuits
tor safeguard the manitors: Overload Pratection,

Thermal Protect ond Integrated Magnetic Shisld-
ing, Cverload Protect is indicated by the blinking
of the power fing on fhe front of the monitor af
which fime the signal level of the input needs 1o
be reduced,

The moniter is buill to be efficient both electi
cally and thermally. If the heatsinks get too hat
it will ploce the monitor into standby mode until
they cool down. Always ensure sufficient airflow
to the rear of the cabinet,

The rear ponel sporis the signal inpul connec:
fions and the adjusiments fo tailor the frequency
response 1o fit the room. There are three signol
inputs: XLk, TRS and RCA. The input jack connec-
tors face downward so the speakers could be
mounted against a wall. The XIR and TRS inputs
con accommodote bolanced or unbalonced
input signals,

Aleng with the signal inputs are switches for Input
Sensitivity, Acoustic Spacing and Filter selings for
low and high fraquency adjustment. The monitor
expectsa linslevel signal ond is designed o oper
ote with a +4dBu signal in the normal position,
which is set using a rofary switch

The Acoustical Spoce switch sets the bass level
o suit the room: Quaorter is best for 5pr.-::|k£.*rs
placed near comers. Hall is for speckers ploced
against one wall, and Whale is sat when ploc-
ing the speakers away from the wolls. Mackie
recommends thal these not be ploced agoinst
any corner or wall

The M2 has a swilch to set the low f.’-;'qn BNy
performance; it hos rollofs ot BOHz, 47Hz
and 37Hz. Use the BOHz setting for THX op
plications. The 37Hz sefting is vsed when the
speckers are used with a subrwealer in non-THX
environment. When the room is loo small to work
well at very low frequencies, the 47Hz setting
is the cne to use

The High Frequency filter has seffings of +2dB
ond -2dB beginning at 10kHz. leave this switch
in the O position unless the sound needs to be
brightened or darkened

The performance

like any monitor, the Mackie HRB24 Mk2
has its ewn sound. Being that we had o sal al
HR824s in o studio, there wos concern thal
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The rear panel includes the input
connections and adjustment
controls.

Mackie may have made a lot of changes 1o affec
quality of the monitor. We couldn't have been more
wrong; despite the physical changes the overall
sound is shill smooth and well balanced. Well-mixed
material seems less in your lace with the mid range
holding its clority. The boss response is impressive
tor the size of the monitor

ThaMackie HRB24 M2 is relioble and designed very
nicely, | think you wil

like the sound. Vocals
seem alive and bass
can get very low due
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o the passive radiator
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then you will like these I—Eproduclinfc@mf:lc Liscam
monilors also
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Coaxial
Dynamics

Specialists in RF Test
Equipment & Components

Q%P  Digital Broadcast
g'@% Directional Wattmeters

LACE  Line Sections
e Plug-In Elements
Loads and Attenuators
;?&6 & Signal Samplers
Meters
ﬁ‘ S prcessories C] &
-":i;'- Low Pass Filters

s PowerSensors
Custom OEM

Coaxial Dynamics (a COI Industries, Inc. Company)
£800 Lake Abram Drive - Middleburg Hts, OH 44130
Phone: 440-243-1100 Toll Free: 800-COAXIAL Fax: 440-243-1101
sales@coaxial.com » www.coaxial.com

iy OmB0ARD Autsd ACCEUERATOR. We
ey up yoter Sound twa wiys: The powerful
Integrated K5 gives you realtime pro-
cessing, without bogging down your PC.
And aur powerful Bt for Broddosse
technologles like MRX multl-rale mixing,
TSK time-shifting, and MP3 compression
speed up your warkflow,

Sa e Supmousn Souws Buar Ik Enjoy
FFEY mmonows sound today. Record,

-

play and mix up to 8 channe| streams.
o

youl the best combination of IP connectivity and DSP-based processing:

o, Livowier Aupio-Oven-1P,
EVULHEF Route 16 channels of 24bit
digital audio over your Ethemet
network with unprecedented contral
and flexibiling

£ Pick Your Drivie, Whateves

== A4} driver you need, we've got you

cowernd. Windows WAVE, WDM

or ASIO, XP and Vista, Even Linux ALSAY

To lgarm mare, ask your automation

VAR, or call +1-302-324-5333.
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